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St Germanus the Patriarch of
Constantinople (8th Century) de-
| fines the Church as an "earthly
heaven where heavenly God
dwells and moves."
This earthly heaven constitutes
believers coming together and
' worshiping as a communion. The
church brings the "heaven on
earth" and liturgy embraces these two worlds at once. As we say
in Lord's prayer "Thy kingdom come", the Liturgy brings both
world together. So when someone asks me, which is the most
beautiful Icon inside Orthodox Church, | tell them it is the one
which is inside the roval door, the DivineLiturgy. Divine Liturgy is
an Icon of the Great Liturgy in heaven.
As Holy liturgy embraces the heaven and earth at once so do
the Icon becomes a window into the heavenly world, like a link
between the whole creation and Heaven.
In early Christianity, particularly in the first three centuries,
the scripture used for evangelisation was not only the written
scripture but also the scripture that one can see, hear, touch,
taste and even smell. Let me share an experience, a conversation

Icons in Orthodox Worship

with born blind man. who never misses the church service,
raising a quiet obvious question in my mind, how do he see the
orthodox worship. He is a born blind, he has never seen the
world with his eyes, never seen the worship. But when asked
that what he really feels while attending a liturgy in an Orthodox
Church,he replied, "It's like Heaven™.

The beauty of an Orthodox Church is, when you enter an
Orthodox Church, you are not entering a building rather you are
entering inside the scripture where you just have to stand and
feel the scripture by hearing it, by touching it, by smelling it, by
tasting it and by viewing it. As Psalms rightly says,

"Be still, and know that | am God " Psalms46:10 As | shared
above, like Holy Liturgy embracing Heaven and Earth at once
s0 do Icons becomes a window to heaven. Holy Icons or Holy
Images plays an integral part in Orthodoxy, which makes us
view the Heaven.

Icons in Orthodox worship

He is the image [Greek: Ikon] of in visible God (Col 1:15)

"That .... we have heard and seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon and touched with our hands.. we proclaim also to
you."(1John 1:1-3)

"Christianity is the revelation not only of the word of God but
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also the Image of God." -Leonid Ouspensky
Icons are not simply religious picture designed for decoration
purposeor to arouse some kind of emotions in us, like a window
it reveals another world. The above verse and quotes beautifully
define the base of Iconography and its theology which is based
on "Incarnation” when the Word became flesh, when the inde-
scribable God became describable; so that we can touch Him,
see Him and listen from him face to face. Thus Icon is a way
where by God is revealed to us.
In brief, the word "Icon" has it root from Greek word eikon, which
means "Image’, "picture”, "representation”. This word "eikon" is
used in the Old Testament.
"Then God said, Let us make man in Our image, after Our
likeness..... So God created man in his own image, in the image
God created him (Genesis 1:26-27)
In Orthodox Christianity, Icons denotes sacred images which are
used for veneration and as visual gospel. It is also referred as
"liturgical" art, because it's not just decoration but also visual aid
for worship.
Great Clouds of witnesses
Lot of people when they come to church they see the church
surrounded by so many saints pictured on wall and inside the
altar. Especially for Non-Orthodox, It's a kind of troubling for
them, raising questions like, why can't we just go directly to
Jesus? why do we need saints around us? Why do we need
saints praying for us?The answer is, of course we go directly to
the Lord. It's not like we have to ask them to pray, rather it's like
we get to, since we have this whole community.
As it says in Scripture,
"We are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses"
Hebrew 12: 1
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Everyone who lived and died in
Christ throughout all of History is
present with him, standing and
worshiping around the throne.
Just like it says in the book of
Revelation chapter 7. When
we stand in presence of Icons
of Saints, it gives us a visual
experience of being in Community of worship. So we can ask
these saints to pray for us the same way we ask our friends
and families to pray for us. We don't pray to them we pray with
them.We don't worship the depicted figures in Icons rather we
venerate them, respect them in worship which make us feel that
worshiping with them. Like in our homes, we keep the pictures
of our loved ones around us because we want to be surrounded
by our family members, even if they not alive. Similarly, we keep
the Icons of saints, martyrs etc, in our church because we want
to be surrounded by our Christian family.

To conclude, | would like you to, Imagine yourself sitting in an
Orthodox Church alone. Although you are alone still you pray
the Lord's Prayer in plural way, "Our Father who art in Heav-
en..." and not 'my Father who art in heaven'. Because it's not
about an Individual but it's about the whole community which
is surrounding you,praying, worshiping together. The ‘cloud of
witnesses', saints, family, departed souls strengthening and
encouraging each other during his or her spiritual journey.
That's the beauty of Orthodox Worship.

May God Almighty help us to see and learn the beauty of
Orthodoxy through Holy Icons; they are the silent and eloquent
preachers of Orthodox faith.
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BEWARE OF CONFORMING TO THIS WORLD

Sam S. John (Teacher, KNNMHSS & VHSS PAVITHRESWARAM )

In a world where trends, societal pressures, and the pursuit of material success often dictate our choices, the Bible offers timeless
wisdom on how to navigate these influences. One of the most profound warnings in Scripture is to avoid conforming to the ways of the
world. In Romans 12:2, the apostle Paul urges Christians: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing |
of your mind.” This directive speaks not only to the spiritual life but also to the way we live, think, and interact with the culture around us.

The Pressure to Conform. Today, society encourages individuals to follow the latest trends, chase after fleeting pleasures, and prior-
itize self-interest. Whether through social media, advertising, or peer influence, there is an overwhelming pressure to fit in and adopt a mind-
set focused on materialism, success, and individualism. But in doing so, many unknowingly lose sight of deeper, more meaningful values.

The Bible warns against this kind of conformity. In 1 John 2:15-16, it says: “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world,
love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but
from the world."This passage reminds believers that the pursuit of worldly desires can lead them astray, preventing them from fully embracing the values of the
Kingdom of God. The Call to Transformation. Rather than conforming to worldly standards, the Bible calls for transformation. Romans 12:2 makes it clear that a
believer’s mind must be renewed. This renewal involves a radical shift in thinking—away from the temporary allure of the world and toward God’s eternal truth.
Transformation requires discernment, self-reflection, and a commitment to spiritual growth. But what does this transformation look like in practice?

Pursuing God's Will Over Popular Opinion

The world often prioritizes what is popular or expedient. In contrast, God’s will may require courage to swim against the current. Jesus himself,
in Matthew 7:13-14, points out that the path leading to life is narrow and less traveled. Choosing God's way often means standing apart from the crowd.
Living with Purpose and Integrity In a world that emphasizes quick success, pleasure, and fame, the Bible calls for a life of integrity and purpose.
Proverbs 4:25-27 urges believers to focus on their path with wisdom and not to deviate from it for fleeting rewards. Embracing a Kingdom Mind-
set Jesus’ teachings often challenge the conventional wisdom of the world. For example, in Matthew 5:3-12, he presents the Beatitudes, which bless the
poor in spirit, the meek, and those who hunger for righteousness—values completely opposite to the world’s emphasis on wealth, power, and pride.
The Dangers of Worldly Conformity The Bible emphasizes the risks of conforming to the world’s pattern. The more we align our values with the culture around
us, the more we distance ourselves from God's higher calling. In James 4:4, it states: “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world
means enmity against God?” This strong language underscores the spiritual danger of aligning oneself with values that contradict God’s truth. Conforming to
the world can lead to emptiness. In Luke 12:15, Jesus cautions, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”No matter how much wealth or success one accumulates, it will never satisfy the deeper longings of the soul. Worldly pursuits cannot fill the void
that only a relationship with God can. Living a Transformed Life. So, how do we live out the call to transformation in a world that constantly pulls us in different
directions? Cultivate a Deep Relationship with God

The first step in resisting conformity is to grow in intimacy with God. Through prayer, studying Scripture, and worship, we can renew our minds and
learn to see the world from God’s perspective. When we focus on Him, the fleeting pleasures of the world lose their appeal. Embrace the Countercultural Call of
Christ Jesus called his followers to be light and salt in the world (Matthew 5:13-16). By living according to God’s principles—love, grace, humility, and justice—
we naturally stand apart from the worldly patterns of greed, selfishness, and strife.

Live for Eternity, Not the Temporary In Colossians 3:2, Paul advises, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” Our ultimate goal should be
to store up treasures in heaven, not just accumulate wealth or status on earth. The more we fix our eyes on the eternal, the less we are swayed by the temporary
distractions of the world. Conclusion: A Call to Authentic Living in a world filled with distractions and temptations, the Bible reminds us to beware of conforming
to the world’s standards. Instead, we are called to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, allowing God’s truth to guide our thoughts, actions, and desires.
This transformation may not always be easy, but it leads to a life of deeper fulfillment, purpose, and peace. As believers, it's essential to reflect on our choices
and ask ourselves: Are we conforming to the world, or are we being transformed by the power of God’s Word? The path to authentic living may not always align
with the world’s expectations, but it will lead us to the abundant life Christ promised.
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“If you can stay positive in a negative situation, you win. The positive thinker sees the invisible, feels the intangible and

achieves the impossible” - Winston Churchill. “There is no crown without cross”
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